
    We just began the cycle of Sunday Gospel readings from St. Lukeôs gospel,  
appropriately, in the first month of the ecclesiastical year.  A time of a new beginning 
gives us the opportunity to return to the path we may have strayed from or perhaps 
have not yet found. 
    Simon Peter and his fellow fishermen barely knew Jesus at this Gospel account.  
Yet His presence was commanding.  They had fished all night, caught nothing, and 
now were well into washing and stowing their nets ï yet, when Jesus told Simon to set 
his nets for a catch, Simon said, ñ...at Your word I will let down the net.ò  He did not 
hesitate and his growing faith in Jesus grew even greater as he witnessed the  
miraculous catch of fish. 
    Sensing his sinfulness and Jesusô divinity Simon Peter knelt at Jesusô feet.  This 
brings us to today.  How does Jesus call us?  How does He impress us?  How do we 
respond to His invitation? 
    Certainly we are in possession of the facts of His entire ministry.  We celebrate His 
birth, His crucifixion, and His glorious resurrection together each year.  Thanks to the 
apostles and those who came after them, thanks to the church which began on the 
feast of Pentecost, thanks to the early church fathers who in councils collected the 
writings and oral tradition about our Lord into the New Testament of the Holy Bible ï 
thanks to them and all who gave their lives that the gospel of Jesus Christ may reach 
every corner of the earth, we today can worship freely, in this country for a while at 
least, without persecution. 
    All of this, however, does not answer the question, ñAre we responsible Christians?ò  
Do we gather to ñpraise, bless, and worship the Lord?  We sing that we do at each 
Orthros service.  Reality, however, speaks louder than rhetoric.  Reality shows us that 
Church, for great numbers of our ñfaithful,ò is something for the major feastdays.   
    Our stewardship is a reflection of our commitment.  A deep commitment is seen in a 
parish that requires no fundraisers but thrives on the pledges of the faithful. 
    We read about the ten lepers further in St. Lukeôs gospel.  The fact is that we are 
like the nine lepers for not returning to thank Jesus after they were healed.  Our  
commitment to Christ and His church is weak.  We do not have a sense of obligation 
to worship and give thanks.  As a church we are not bold enough to insist on  faith and 
worship. 
    We often feel justified in attending Divine Liturgy, not realizing that casually strolling 
into the church halfway through service is not a reflection of spiritual awareness or 
preparation to receive the awesome mysteries of the Body and Blood of our  
Resurrected Lord. 
    Join me in sincerely dedicating ourselves to our Lord, Jesus Christ.  He is always 
there for us.  Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, have mercy on me a sinner. 

Responsible Christianity  
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

 

ñYou will never overcome Godôs generosity, even if you give away 

all that you have...And however much you bring to Him, always 

more remains.  Nor will you give away anything that is your 

own, for all things flow from God.ò 

                                                                           Gregory the Theologian 

 

 

 

Our first meeting in September was pleasant and a good opportunity to catch up on our mem-

bersô summer travels and those who were away, in turn, learned of Philoptochosô accomplish-

ments over the past months. 

 

The upcoming 4th Annual Tea for Autism and Other Philanthropies on October 22nd was the 

main topic of the meeting.  (see announcement elsewhere in this monthôs ñLamplighterò)  We 

sincerely hope to have many of our parishioners and their friends join us for a lovely afternoon 

of tea and homemade scones and sweets...and the opportunity to help us raise funds for Autism 

and other special projects! 

 

Although we have already shipped two large parcels of winter clothing to the Orthodox 

Christian Mission Center project in Romania, we will work on International Orthodox Chris-

tian Charities health kits and an afghan parcel for the Holy Anargyroi Philoxenia Homes dur-

ing our coming meeting on October 18.  All are invited to join us at noon for a light lunch 

and meeting. 

 

On Sunday, October 30 (in anticipation of the feastday of Holy Anargyroi Saints Kosmas and 

Damianos), Philoptochos will have an Artoklasia for the health of our members, families and 

friends.  As directed by National Philoptochos, there will be a special collection for the Greek 

Orthodox Patriarchate that Sunday. 

 

Thank you to our members and to the many other parishioners who have been making dona-

tions to our food table in the small hall.  A few cans and boxes of food from many has made a 

difference!  May our Lord bless you for sharing your gifts with those in need!  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  
 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 
  

Now that summer is almost over and since September 1 st   

is the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year, if you havenôt 

thought about your 2011 Pledge, NOW is the time!   

ñCatch up Sundayò is the time to bring your giving up to 

date for the year.   

 
Our St. Catherine Parish Family depends on regular  

stewardship offerings in order to continue the work of our 

Lord through our services and activities year round.  If you 

have fallen behind in your regular giving during the summer 

months, please participate in ñCatch up Sundayò and attend 

the Divine Liturgy with your family on Sunday, October 9 th .  

You may also send your payment to the Church office.  

 

If you have not completed a 2011 Pledge Card, please do 

so.  Forms can be obtained in the Narthex of the Church or 

by calling the Church Office at 561 - 833 - 6387 .  Also, if you 

have not donated your time and talent this year,  
you may still do so.  

 

 

Father Andrew, the Parish Council and the Steward-

ship Ministry Team extend appreciation and thank you 

for your generous support.  

Stewardship  

ñCatch Upò  

Sunday  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Greek School commenced classes in late August and had the annual Agiasmos by Father Andrew on 

September 11th .  We were thrilled to see so many new families join our community and register for classes 

this year!  Our teachers and parents are excited for the academic year ahead with many new initiatives and 

events underway. 

 

GREEK SCHOOL INTRODUCES ADULT LANGUAGE CLASSES!  

We are delighted to introduce adult learning classes! Whether you are in need of a refresher course or if 

youôre trying to learn some basic conversation skills, these classes are for you!  Classes begin Monday, No-

vember 7th on a first come first serve basis until filled.  Please note full payment will be collected upon reg-

istration.  Please contact Vicky Lowrey directly to sign up at 954-806-2990.   

 

Schedule 

Beginners:  Perfect for English speakers to enhance their basic conversation skills, including basic writ-

ing and reading.  Monday and Friday 4:00 PM-4:55 PM.   

Intermediate: Ideal for those who are familiar with the language and can speak/write but are looking to 

refresh and remember how to use their Greek in the proper way.  Monday and Friday 5:00 PM-

5:55PM.   

Tuition Fees 

Parents with children enrolled in Greek School: $75 for the year (October-April)  

Parishioners:  $150 for the year (October ï April)  

Please note:  25% of tuition will go to the Church 

Teacher information   
Our President, Aphrodite (Didi) Lutz is a native Greek speaker and will be teaching the classes. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  Celebrate OXI DAY!  Sunday, October 30th Brunch after the Liturgy  

  

GREEK SCHOOL LIBRARY INITIATIVE ï WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!! 
 

Parents and friends have been extremely supportive of our new library, which is 

scheduled to open as we get closer to the holidays!  With a collection of books, new 

media, and language-building tools, the Greek School aims to create a productive, 

fun, interactive environment that families can enjoy and utilize throughout the year.  

More details coming soon! 

We invite all who wish to donate books, games, or other resources towards our li-

brary to contact President Aphrodite Lutz at didi.lutz@gmail.com or 561-628-7422. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

AND 

TEACHERS INVITE  

ALL TO:  

 

GODPARENTSô  BRUNCH 

OCTOBER 9, 2011 

COME AND RECEIVE COMMUNION 

WITH YOUR GODCHILD 

AND 

ENJOY A WONDERFUL LUNCHEON !!! 

 

LOTS OF FUN FOR THE 

CHILDREN  

 

Adults ééé.$10.00 

                      Childrenéé...$ 5.00 



GOYA NEWSé. 
 

 Last month, the GOYA had its first district event of the year: Survivor. This event was a 

two-day retreat at St. Andrewôs in Kendall. We had 10 kids attend from our church and there 

were 87 kids from the whole district. Fr. Andrew attended the event on Saturday morning and 

assisted with the games and activities. Everyone had a wonderful time meeting new friends, 

and spending time with old friends. 

For everyone who is between the ages of 12 and 17 and would like to join GOYA, we 

will be holding a GOYA meeting on October 21st at 6 PM. in the small hall of the St. Catherine 

Cultural Center. We will serve dinner and discuss the upcoming fall festivaléé. 

 Our next event is a Fall Festival on Friday, October 28th. This event will be in the small 

hall of the Cultural Center at 6:00PM. All St Catherine youth and their parents are invited. It 

will be a fun-filled night with activities and games for all ages. We will be serving snack foods. 

It will be lots of fun. More details to follow. Hope to see you there! 

 

2011 Survivor Retreat  

Father Andrew 

Assisting with  

the Games.  


