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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER ANDREW ‘ '

LIVING AS ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS

2

We must know Christ! We must not only know of Christ!

There is a difference. We know Christ in worship and praise.

We receive Christ within us through Holy Communion.

When we read and study the scriptures, we only know of
Him. We encounter Him and know Him in our life of
worship. A central theme of the Christian life is knowing
what God did for us — note the beloved verse, John 3:16,
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life (RSV).” We know of Christ through this scripture.

As baptized Orthodox Christians we have been received into
the Church. We encounter, we know Jesus in our worship
which is centered in the sacramental life of the Church. In
Living the Liturgy by Fr. Stanley Harakas, we read that we
both give and receive through the sacraments. “By
presenting ourselves to God for His Grace and blessing in
these Sacraments, we admit we need His aid and assistance
and presence. We also celebrate the presence of God’s Holy
Spirit brought to us
through the

Sacraments. ne sacrament

...has a “unique
place in the life of
Orthodox Christians”

One sacrament,
however, stands out —
it has a “unique place
in the life of Orthodox
Christians.” The
Divine Liturgy stands
as

“the central and primary act of worship for
the Church, since it is conducted each
Sunday and on other days for and by the
whole congregated body of Christians in each
parish.

“In this Sacrament we especially see the
significance of what it means to be a member
of the Church; what it means to grow in the

image and likeness of
God; what it means to
love God and our fellow
men; and what it means
to receive the continuing
presence of the Holy
Spirit in our lives.”

As we participate in Holy Communion
we are filled with Jesus’ Divine Presence.
We can change our location as we live
our seasonal lives. We cannot change our
worship. Our love of God compels us to
find a way to participate in the Divine
Liturgy.

“The Sacramental life is thus at the heart
of what it means to be a Christian.” The
most central of all the sacraments, the
Divine Liturgy, in which we receive the
Holy Eucharist must not be
compromised or neglected with excuses.
‘We must not allow the temptations of
the evil one to prevail.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
mercy on us sinners.

Saint Paul wrote to the Christian
community in Corinth: “On the first
day of every week, each one of you
should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income...” (I*
Corinthians 16:2 NIV). This is the ideal
form of support for our Churches.
Through it we keep in mind each week
the mission of our Church to spread the
teaching of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Please join us in support of our
Lord’s work at St. Catherine for 2012 /
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10am Liturgy '\E/Iplpp any g'BOiT} . Agiasmos J Cross followed
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Woman Hierarchs Prfaference Philoptochos | 9am Orthros G { 2 dzLIS MJ
9am:- Orthros | Primary Baking for the | 10am Liturgy for Caring, 12
Three 10amm Liturgy festival Noon at St.
Hierarchs 12:30 pm Demetrios
Luncheon 6:30pm- Discussions or
Paraklesis Orthodoxy Hall Rental




Fr. Andrew’s Home Blessing Visit Schedule 2012
Arranged by Zip Code Areas

Jan 9 33406 Feb 6 33463

Jan 10 33406 Feb 7 33463

Jan 11 33405 Feb 8 33415

Jan 12 33405 Feb 9 33435

Jan 13 33480 Feb 10 33461

Jan 14 33480 Feb 13 33462

Jan 17 33404 Feb 15 33458

Jan 18 33404 Feb 17 33458

Jan 19 33403 Feb 18 33436, 33437

Jan 24 33414 Feb 19 33436, 33437

Jan 25 33414 Feb 20 33460

Jan 26 33412 Feb 28 33467, 33449

Jan 27 33410

Jan 28 33410 Mar 1 33467, 33449

Jan 29 33410 Mar 5 33411

Jan 30 33401 Mar 6 33411

Jan 31 33408 Mar 7 33426, 33483
Mar 8 33470

Feb 1 33408 Mar 11 33407, 33469

Feb 2 33418 Mar 12 33477

Feb 3 33418 Mar 13 33478

Feb s 33413 Mar 17 33409, 33417

Having celebrated the Epiphany, our Lord’s baptism, we begin the annual House Blessings. Asis my
custom | will be visiting by zip code areas. If you will not be available on the scheduled day, your call
to the church office, 833-6387, will be most appreciated. If you are at home only a certain part of
the day, please call, | will attempt to work with your schedule.

When | arrive to bless your home please mute the radio, television and cell phone and invite the
family to join together. We gather around the family icons for prayer. | bring Holy Water from the
Epiphany Service with me. Please have the first names of the family written for the prayers. | will
also take the list along to include your family in the prayers of preparation for the next Divine
Liturgy, the Proskomidi. Then you may lead me around your home for the blessing. Because of the
large number of homes in our parish | will not be able to stay to visit and have coffee with you during
these visits. Please feel free to invite me after the Epiphany season is concluded. Should | not be
able to complete my visits to a particular area because of the lateness of the hour, please call the
Church Office and | will arrange to bless your home on another day.

Please call if you would specifically like me to visit in the morning or later in the evening. Visits will
be normally in the afternoon and early evening. Saturdays | begin in the morning.

Those who live in areas not listed due to their distance from the parish or who receive their mail at
post office boxes, should call to arrange for the home blessing.

Parish emergencies may occur which will necessitate a few changes. Each Sunday bulletin will
contain an updated schedule for the visits that week as will our website’s “News and Events” tab.

| look forward to visiting and praying with you during the coming weeks. May the blessings of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be with all our families throughout the year. +Fr. Andrew
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HAPPY NEW YEAR !
“AN NOU FERICIT”

St. Catherine’s Philoptochos
Welcomes
Parishioners & Guests To Come To

VASILOPITA SUNDAY
January 15, 2012

Join us for the Divine Liturgy
and the
Distribution of The Vasilopita

PASTRIES & COFFEE

To Benefit
St. Basil’s Academy
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

KAAH XPONIA!

Dr. Elisabeth McKeen will be the guest speaker at Philoptochos’ first
meeting of the new year on Tuesday, January 17, 2012. Luncheon and
meeting will start promptly at 12 noon in the small hall ...all are invited to
join us!

Mark your calendars for Philoptochos’ Second Annual Charity Luncheon at
the Chesterfield Hotel on Thursday, February 16, 2012. More information
will be forth coming. It will be a lovely afternoon and a wonderful
opportunity for you to help Philoptochos help others!

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AWARD WINNERS ARE:
PRESBYTERA GEORGIA CHAMPION
AND PAUL PAVLAKOS
(Adult and youth honorees respectively)
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